
Definition of Management Accounting 

Management accounting, also known as managerial accounting, is a branch of accounting 
that focuses on providing financial and non-financial information to internal management for 
decision-making, planning, controlling, and performance evaluation. It helps managers make 
informed business decisions by analyzing data related to costs, budgets, profitability, and 
overall business operations. 

Key Features of Management Accounting: 

1. Internal Use – Unlike financial accounting, which provides information for external 
stakeholders (e.g., investors, creditors), management accounting is used by internal 
management. 

2. Decision-Making – Provides relevant data to help managers make strategic and 
operational decisions. 

3. Future-Oriented – Unlike financial accounting, which is historical, management 
accounting focuses on future planning and forecasting. 

4. No Standard Format – Unlike financial accounting, which follows GAAP or IFRS, 
management accounting reports are customized based on the company’s needs. 

5. Covers a Wide Range of Information – Includes financial and non-financial data 
such as budgets, forecasts, variance analysis, and key performance indicators (KPIs). 

Examples of Management Accounting Reports: 

 Budget reports 
 Cost-volume-profit (CVP) analysis 
 Variance analysis reports 
 Performance reports 
 Capital investment analysis 

 

Difference Between Management Accounting and Cost 
Accounting 

Management accounting and cost accounting are both used for internal decision-making, but 
they serve different purposes and have distinct areas of focus. 

Basis of 
Comparison 

Management Accounting Cost Accounting 

Definition 

Management accounting provides 
financial and non-financial information 
to assist management in decision-
making, planning, and performance 
evaluation. 

Cost accounting focuses on 
recording, analyzing, and 
controlling costs associated with 
production or services. 

Scope 
Broad – includes cost analysis, 
budgeting, financial planning, 

Narrow – primarily concerned 
with cost accumulation, cost 



Basis of 
Comparison 

Management Accounting Cost Accounting 

performance evaluation, and strategic 
decision-making. 

control, and cost reduction. 

Purpose 
Helps in strategic and operational 
decision-making. 

Helps in determining the cost of 
production and controlling 
expenses. 

Users 
Used by internal management for 
planning, control, and decision-making. 

Mainly used by cost accountants 
and production managers to 
manage costs. 

Time 
Orientation 

Future-oriented, emphasizing forecasting 
and planning. 

Past and present-oriented, 
focusing on recording and 
analyzing costs. 

Nature of Data 
Uses both financial and non-financial 
data. 

Primarily focuses on financial 
data related to cost. 

Regulatory 
Requirements 

Not mandatory and does not follow 
standardized rules (GAAP/IFRS). 

Sometimes mandatory for 
organizations, particularly in 
manufacturing industries, but 
does not strictly follow GAAP. 

Examples 
Budgeting, variance analysis, financial 
forecasting, investment decisions. 

Material costing, labor costing, 
overhead analysis, cost 
allocation. 

 

Conclusion 

While both management accounting and cost accounting help businesses optimize 
performance, management accounting has a broader scope, including budgeting, financial 
planning, and performance measurement. Cost accounting, on the other hand, is a subset of 
management accounting that specifically focuses on cost control and reduction. 
Organizations often use both to ensure effective decision-making and cost efficiency. 
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